Information on recorded crime data at Community Safety Partnership level – Updated January 2018
As part of the Annual Data Requirement (ADR), police forces in England and Wales are required to send police recorded crime data to the Home Office at the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) level.
Data in the spreadsheet go back to 2002/03. From 2007/08, data are shown for a rolling 12 months to each quarter basis. For example, data are available for the year ending March 2007, year ending June 2007, year ending September 2007 and so on. It is important to note therefore that there is a degree of overlapping in the data.

Data in this spreadsheet do not aggregate up to the published national total for England and Wales due to the exclusion of British Transport Police data (which are not tied to a geographical location) and because some airports are not covered by a CSP (offences committed here are included in respective police force returns). There are also minor discrepancies in a few other forces due to mapping issues which mean that not all crimes in those police force areas can be mapped to a CSP. Furthermore, the recording of fraud has recently changed; more information on this change can be found at the bottom of this note.
Changes to CSP areas
At the time of their introduction, CSPs
 were formed to match each Local Authority (LA) area in England and Wales. Therefore, when data were initially collected and published by the Home Office it was effectively LA and CSP data. However, since their introduction, there have been several changes to LAs and CSPs. Examples of these changes are explained below. 

In 2009/10, there were a number of mergers of LAs. Where possible, the Home Office has continued to receive data on the old LA/CSP basis, which is then combined in order to match the new merged LA/CSP. These changes are reflected in the names of the areas in the dataset. For example, the following LAs/CSPs were merged to become a single LA/CSP called County Durham:
· Durham (City)

· Easington

· Sedgefield (Borough)

· Teesdale

· Wear Valley

· Derwentside

· Chester-le-Street
These areas are labelled in the data set as County_Durham_Chester-le-Street, for example. This allows a continuous time series for these areas to be created. 
In some cases, police forces are now only sending the data for the new LA/CSP. For example, in 2009/10 the former LAs/CSPs of:
· Salisbury

· West Wiltshire

· Kennet

· North Wiltshire
were merged to form a single LA/CSP called Wiltshire County. From 2009/10, data are no longer available for the former LAs/CSPs. The data for the original LAs/CSPs need to be aggregated up in order to create a consistent time series at the new LA/CSP level. 

Additionally, for some areas, while LAs have not merged, the CSPs have been. In these cases, the LAs and CSPs are no longer the same coterminous area. The ADR specifies that forces are only required to send data at the CSP level and forces are not required to send data for the LA level. For example, in 2012/13 in Avon and Somerset the following CSPs were combined to form Somerset CSP despite the areas remaining as independent LAs:
· Mendip 
· Sedgemoor
· South Somerset

· Taunton Deane
· West Somerset

Data are therefore not available at the LA level for Somerset from 2012/13. 
It is important to note that where there have been changes to the boundaries of CSPs, the figures for the year after the change will not include a full year’s worth of data. 

For example, where a CSP has ceased to exist in April 2007, for this old CSP:
· The year to June 2007 will only contain 9 months of data - July 2006 to March 2007; 
· The year to September 2007 will only contain 6 months of data - October 2006 to March 2007; and 
· The year to December 2007 will only contain 3 months of data - January 2007 to March 2007.
For the new CSP that has come into existence in April 2007: 
· The year to June 2007 will only contain 3 months of data - April 2007 to June 2007; 
· The year to September 2007 will only contain 6 months of data - April 2007 to September 2007; and 
· The year to December 2007 will only contain 9 months of data - April 2007 to December 2007.
The power to authorise changes to CSP areas has recently passed from the Home Office to Police and Crime Commissioners and the Home Office relies on CSPs to inform them of any changes to areas.  

Amendments to area codes

Following requests from users, we have reviewed our sub-national area codes and now fully adopted the standardised ONS geography area codes. Thus, some codes will differ from those used in previous releases, particularly where CSP mergers have taken place
This affects the following CSP areas:

· Bedford

· Cheshire East (Congleton / Crewe / Macclesfield)

· Cheshire West (Chester / Elle Prt, Neston / Vale Royal)
· Cornwall (Caradon / Carrick / Kerrier / North Cornwall / Penwith / Restormel)

· County Durham (Chester-le-street / Derwentside / Durham / Easington / Sedgefield / Teesdale / Wear Valley)

· Northumberland (Alnwick / Berwick / Blyth Valley / Castle Morpeth / Tynedale / Wansbeck)

· North Hampshire (Basingstoke and Deane / Hart / Rushmoor) 

· Shropshire (Bridgnorth / North Shropshire / Oswestry / Shrewsbury and Atcham / South Shropshire)

· St Albans

· Welwyn Hatfield

· Wiltshire (Kennet / North Wiltshire / Salisbury / West Wiltshire)

Additionally, the ONS updated CSP geography codes in January 2015; these changes have now been reflected in the CSP crime statistics tables. 
Essex CSP data in 2012/13
Due to an administrative error, data for the following Essex CSPs in 2012/13:
· Braintree

· Brentwood

· Chelmsford

· Epping Forest

· Maldon

· Uttlesford
are only available in the following combinations of these areas:
· Braintree and Uttlesford

· Brentwood and Epping

· Chelmsford and Maldon
Treatment of fraud data
Action Fraud has taken over the recording of fraud offences from individual police forces. This process began in April 2011, with police forces moving over to this centralised system of recording at different times between April 2011 and March 2013. 
This means that fraud data in this spreadsheet, while still presented, are not comparable since 2011/12 with earlier data (due to numbers declining as Action Fraud took over the responsibility for recording) and between CSPs (as the switch to Action Fraud took place at different times in different areas). 
Action Fraud data are not included in this spreadsheet as they are not tied to a specific geographical area. 
Negative values

There may be negative offence numbers in some quarters for some Police Force areas. This may be due to one of several factors, such as: a force 'no criming' several offences from one period to the next; the transition from police forces recording fraud offences to Action Fraud doing so; or the creation of a back series of data on 'Making off without payment' offences.
Unknown CSPs
Figures for Warwickshire and West Mercia from October to December 2017 may include crimes that took place in other police force areas due to an issue with the recording of crime location on their new shared crime recording system. These crimes are counted under the “Unknown CSP” heading.
Metropolitan CSP data

For the period between Year ending March 2014 and Year ending March 2017, there has been an issue with the Metropolitan Police Force assigning crimes to specific community safety partnerships. While the data for Year ending March 2015 and Year ending March 2016 are consistent with police force area data published in other data tables, other rolling years periods are inconsistent. Work is being carried out to correct this for future releases. 

� CSPs were originally called Crime and Disorder Reduction Partnerships in England. 





