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9 Summary of results  
 

Introduction 

 

9.1 This chapter brings together some analysis and commentary from the 2011 Census 
to give a feel for the richness and variety of the census as a data source. It is not 
intended to provide a fully balanced summary of the census output programme as a 
whole. 

 

Demography  
 
Population  
 

9.2 The population of England and Wales in 2011 was 56.1 million, the largest this 
population had ever been; of the total, 53.0 million people (94.5 per cent) lived in 
England and 3.1 million people (5.5 per cent) lived in Wales. There were 27.6 million 
men and 28.5 million women. 
 

9.3  Since 2001 the England and Wales population had increased by 3.7 million, an 
increase of 7.1 per cent. This was the largest growth in population numbers in a 10-
year period since the first census in 1801 (figure 9.1).  
 

9.4 The population of England had increased by 3.6 million (7.2 per cent) since the 
estimate of 49.5 million in 2001; the increase in Wales was 153,000 (5.3 per cent). 

 

Figure 9.1   Population, 1801-2011, England and Wales 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Note : No census was held in 1941 due to the Second World War. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/ewfigure1_tcm77-272548.png
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Population density 
 
9.5 In England and Wales there were 371 residents per square kilometre compared with 

239 in 1911, 305 in 1961, and 347 in 2001. If the figures for the London region were 
excluded, the average population density for the rest of England and Wales was 321 
people per square kilometre. 
 

9.6 However, population density varies geographically. When the average population 
densities for England and Wales are calculated separately, there were 407 and 148 
residents per square kilometre respectively for the two countries. 
 

9.7 The difference between the two countries is in part due to the very high population 
density of the London region with 5,199 residents per square kilometre, or 14 times 
the England and Wales average. All other regions in England had population 
densities ranging between 222 and 500 residents per square kilometre, with the 
average being 349 people per square kilometre in England excluding London. 
 

9.8 The 19 most densely populated local and unitary authorities in England and Wales 
were all London boroughs (figure 9.2). The only non-London area in the top 20 was 
Portsmouth. The least densely populated London area was Bromley, with 2,061 
residents per square kilometre; this was still over five times the population density of 
England and Wales as a whole. 

 
 

Figure 9.2 Population density, 2011 England and Wales local and unitary 
authorities 
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Short-term residents 
 
9.9 In 2011 there were an estimated 195,000 short-term residents (STRs) in England and 

Wales on census day, (the equivalent of 35 STRs per 10,000 usual residents). A STR 
was defined as anyone living in England and Wales who was born outside the UK 
and who intended to stay in the UK for a period of between three and 12 months, for 
any reason. The 2011 Census was the first time these data were recorded. 
 

9.10 The age breakdown of this population is much younger than the usual resident 
population, with nearly 70 per cent aged 15 to 29 compared with 20 per cent of usual 
residents (figure 9.3).  
 

9.11 The top 10 countries of birth for STRs in England and Wales accounted for 52 per 
cent of the total STR population. The highest ranking countries were India and China 
with 11 per cent of STRs being born in each country, followed by the United States 
and France with 5 per cent each (figure 9.4). Together, these four countries 
contributed nearly a third of the STR population in 2011. 

 
Figure 9.3  Age distribution of non-UK born short-term residents compared with 

usual residents in England and Wales, 2011 
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Figure  9.4   Top 10 countries of birth for short-term residents in England and Wales, 
2011 

 

 

 
Sex and age structure 
 

9.12 People in England and Wales were living longer in 2011 than they did 100 years ago. 
This can be seen in figure 9.5 which shows the decreasing proportion of the 
population aged under 15 and the increasing proportion aged 65 and over. The 
percentage of residents aged 65 and over (16.4 per cent or one in six) was the 
highest seen in any census of England and Wales. 

 
 
Figure 9.5   Population by broad age groups, 1911-2011, England and Wales 
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9.13 There were 430,000 residents aged 90 and over in 2011, compared with 340,000 in 
2001 and 13,000 in 1911. 

 
9.14 In 2011 there were 3.5 million children under five in England and Wales, 406,000 

more than in 2001. 
 
9.15 The change in the broad composition of the population from younger to older can 

also be seen in the rise of the median age of the population, from 25 years in 1911 to 
35 in 1961, and to 39 in 2011. In 2011 the median age for men was 38 and 40 for 
women.  The rise in median age would have been more marked if there had not been 
growth in the younger age groups as a result of migration. 

 
9.16 The structure of the population as defined by its age and sex can be visualised using 

a population pyramid. The overall shape of the pyramid for 2001 and 2011 (figure 
9.6) confirms an ageing population as shown for example, by the numbers of people 

aged 85 and over being generally higher in 2011 than in 2001, particularly for males. 
 
Figure 9.6   Population by age and sex, 2001 and 2011, England and Wales 

 

 
 

Regional change 
 
9.17 Between 1991 and 2001, seven of the nine regions in England grew in population 

size, while the North East and North West declined. Between 2001 and 2011 all 
regions experienced population growth. Indeed, the population size of all regions, 
apart from the North East and the North West, increased every 10-year period 
between 1981 and 2011 (figure 9.7).  
  

9.18 The highest population growth between 2001 and 2011 was in the London region, 
which gained more than 850,000 residents, an increase of 11.6 per cent. The South 
East of England also experienced large growth: 611,000 residents (7.6 per cent). The 
lowest increase was in the North East, which nonetheless gained 56,600 residents in 
the 10 years since the last census, an increase of 2.2 per cent. 
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Figure 9.7   Population by region, 1981-2011, Wales, English regions 
 

 
 
9.19 In 1981 the South East had the largest population, and the second largest was the 

North West. By 2001 the population of London was larger than that of the North 
West. In 2011, the South East remained the region with the largest population, while 
the North East had the smallest population throughout. 
 

9.20 These differences in rates of growth may relate to the movement both of international 
and internal migrants towards London and the South East. Furthermore, areas with 
older populations are likely to have relatively more deaths and fewer births (figure 
9.7). 
 

Full-time students 
  

9.21 In 2011, seven per cent (3.7 million) of usual residents aged 16 to 74 reported that 
they were full-time students. This is a two percentage point increase from 2001, when 
there were 2.6 million students. 
 

9.22 In the census, students are considered to be resident where they live during term-
time. In all regions, except London, between five and seven per cent of usual 
residents aged 16 to 74 were full-time students. In London, however, this figure was 
nine per cent (700,000). 
 

9.23 Students can be either economically active (employed or unemployed) or 
economically inactive (not looking for work). In 2011 some 29 per cent (1.1 million) of 
full-time students aged 16 to 74 reported that they were employed; nine per cent 
(334,000) reported that they were unemployed, and 62 per cent (2.3 million) were 
economically inactive. 
 

Marital and civil partnership status 
 
9.24 The introduction in 2005 of civil partnerships in England and Wales, led to a change 

in the profile of marital status data since 2001. In analyses of marital and civil 
partnership status users should note that the categories shown in figure 9.8 are not 
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wholly comparable between 2001 and 2011.  However, because the number of civil 
partnerships at the time of the 2011 Census was relatively few the overall patterns of 
change are not significantly affected. 
 

9.25 Some 47 per cent (21.2 million) of the resident adult population were either married 
or in a civil partnership in 2011. This was a decrease of four percentage points by 
comparison with the 2001 Census estimate of 51 per cent (21.2 million). In 2011 
there were 105,000 (0.2 per cent) adults in civil partnerships. 
 

9.26 Of all the marital status categories the greatest increase between 2001 and 2011 was 
for single people. Single people (those never married or never in a civil partnership) 
numbered 15.7 million (35 per cent) in 2011, an increase from 12.5 million (30 per 
cent) in 2001.  

 
Figure 9.8  Marital and civil partnership status of the resident adult population in 

England and Wales, 2001 and 2011 
 

 
 

9.27 The only status category to show a numerical decline was widowed or surviving civil 
partner (falling by 8.8 per cent between 2001 and 2011); a possible explanation for 
this may lie with rising life expectancy, especially for males. 
 

Living arrangements 
 
9.28 In 2011, 46 per cent of the household population aged 16 or over (20.4 million) were 

living together as a married couple, a decrease from 51 per cent (20.6 million) in 
2001. Such couples comprised 96 per cent of the total married household population 
in 2011 compared with 98 per cent in 2001. 
 

9.29 In 2011, some 3.7 per cent of those who were married or in a civil partnership in 
households (785,000) were not living with their partner. Of these, 82 per cent 
(640,000) reported that they were not living in a couple, while the remaining 18 per 
cent (145,000) were cohabiting with a different partner. 
 

9.30 Figure 9.9 shows the difference in age distribution between those who were married 
and living together and those who were married and not living together as a couple. 
Those cohabiting with someone other than their spouse are excluded. Those married 
and not living together as a couple have a younger age structure: 38 per cent were 
under 40, compared with 21 per cent of those who were living in a couple. This may 
reflect the incidence of people living separately for employment purposes. 
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Figure 9.9   Age distribution of the adult household population who were married or 
in a civil partnership, by living arrangement, in England and Wales, 2011 

 
 

 
9.31 Figure 9.10 shows by local authority, the percentage of the married adult population 

not living in a couple. The highest concentrations of those either married or in a civil 
partnership and not living as a couple were in London, with the highest percentage in 
the City of London (17 per cent). Slough, Manchester, Leicester and Luton were the 
highest ranking areas outside London, with Cardiff ranking highest in Wales. 
 

9.32 These large urban areas are likely to have high proportions of married people living 
apart from their partner due to work. Some of these areas, such as Newham, Brent 
and Leicester, also have high proportions of their population born in South Asia who 
have migrated to the UK, but whose spouses may still live abroad. Some 23 per cent 
of people in Newham were born in Southern Asia (indeed, a total of 54 per cent of the 
population living there were born abroad), while 16 per cent of people in Brent were 
born in Southern Asia (and where a total of 55 per cent of the population were born 
abroad). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/figure7_tcm77-356224.png
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Figure 9.10   Percentage of the married population aged 16 and over who were not 
living in a couple (not separated), by local authorities, 2011 

 

 
 

Cohabitation 
 
9.33 In 2011, cohabiting couples accounted for 12 per cent (5.3 million) of the adult 

household population in England and Wales (5.3 million), compared with 9.8 per cent 
(4.1 million) in 2001.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

9.34 In both 2011 and 2001 the largest cohabiting group was those aged 25 to 29 (figure 
9.11). However the proportion of all cohabiting people who are in this age group 
declined from 22 per cent (862,000) in 2001 to 19 per cent (1.0 million) in 2011, as a 
result of increasing proportions in older age groups.               . 
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Figure 9.11  Age distribution of the adult household population who were cohabiting 
in England and Wales, 2001 and 2011 

 

 
9.35 Table 9.1 lists the 10 local authorities with the highest and lowest proportions of 

persons cohabiting in the adult household population. The local authorities with the 
highest proportions of the population cohabiting were Norwich, and Brighton and 
Hove (both at 16 per cent), with the rest distributed across England. These areas 
correspond closely with the high proportions of persons reporting óno religionô in the 
census. Eight of the 10 areas with the lowest proportions were London boroughs, 
and these areas tended to have low levels of people reporting óno religionô. 
 

Table 9.1  Local authorities with the highest and lowest proportions of cohabiting 
adults, and percentage of persons reporting no religion, 2011 

 
 
Highest ranked 
local authorities 
(proportion 
cohabiting) 

Percentage 
of adults 

cohabiting 

Percentage 
of 

population 
reporting no 

religion 

Lowest ranked 
local authorities 
(proportion 
cohabiting) 

Percentage 
of adults 

cohabiting 

Percentage 
of 

population 
reporting no 

religion 

1 Norwich 16.3 42.5 1 Harrow 5.7 9.6 
2 Brighton and Hove 15.9 42.5 2 Redbridge 6.9 11.0 

3 Lincoln 15.8 32.6 3 Newham 7.5 9.5 

4 Corby 15.5 33.3 4 Brent 7.6 10.6 

5 Kingston upon Hull 15.4 34.8 5 Barnet 8.3 16.1 

6 Ipswich 15.2 35.0 6 Endfield 8.4 15.5 

7 Islington 15.2 30.0 7 Chiltern 8.8 23.6 

8 Wandsworth 14.9 27.0 8 East Dorset 8.8 24.2 

9 Hastings 14.6 36.6 9 Ealing 8.9 15.0 

10 Cannock Chase 14.6 23.7 10 Hillingdon 9.1 17.0 
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One-person households 
 
9.36 There were 23.4 million households in England and Wales in 2011 with an average of 

2.4 residents per household. Some 7.1 million (30 per cent) consisted of one-person 
households. This is an increase from 2001 when there were 21.7 million households, 
with 6.5 million (30 per cent) consisting of one-person households.  

 
9.37 The regional profile of one-person households is shown in figure 9.12, which 

distinguishes between those aged 65 and over, and under 65. The regional variation 
in the proportion of all one-person households ranged from 28 per cent in the East of 
England to 32 per cent in the North West. London had the lowest proportion of 
persons living alone aged 65 and over (9.6 per cent of all households) and, 
conversely, the highest proportion of persons living alone aged under 65 (22 per 
cent). The South West, Wales, and the North East also have high proportions of 
those living alone aged 65 and over, approaching 14 per cent. 

 

Figure 9.12   One-person households as a percentage of all households, divided into 
those aged 65 and over and those aged under 65, for English regions 
and Wales, 2011 

 

 
9.38 The national distribution of the 65 and over population living alone across England 

and Wales can be seen in figure 9.13; the lowest levels are found in London, 
Leicester, Nottinghamshire, Manchester and the Thames Valley. The very high levels 
of age 65 and over living alone in the coastal areas of England and Wales are 
apparent, reflecting the high concentrations of older people living in these locations. 
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Figure 9.13   Percentage of all households made up of lone persons aged 65 and 
over, England and Wales, 2011 

 

 

 
 

 
Lone-parent households 
 
9.39 In 2011 there were 2.5 million lone parent households. Some 1.7 million (7.2 per cent 

of all households) consisted of a lone parent with dependent children. Both the 
numbers and proportions have increased from 2001 where comparable figures were 
2.1 million lone parent households of which 1.4 million (6.5 per cent of all 
households) included dependent children. 
 

9.40 Figure 9.14 shows the national distribution of lone parent households with dependent 
children. Higher levels were reported in London and other conurbations (Bristol, 
Birmingham, Nottingham/Derby, Greater Manchester, Merseyside, Tyneside/ 
Wearside and Teesside) and also South East Wales and North Kent. Barking and 
Dagenham (14 per cent) and Knowsley (12 per cent) were the local authorities with 
the highest concentrations. The lowest levels of lone parent households were 
generally in the more rural areas. Some of these areas also have a higher proportion 
of older people, thus lowering the relative proportion of younger people with 
dependent children generally. 
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Figure 9.14  Percentage of all households consisting of lone parents with dependent 
children,  England and Wales, 2011 

 
 

 
 

Ethnicity, identity, language and religion  
 

Ethnic group 
 

9.41 England and Wales has become more ethnically diverse, with increasing numbers of 
people identifying with minority ethnic groups in 2011. 
 

9.42 The census has shown that 86.0 per cent of the population identified themselves as 
óWhiteô (48.2 million) (figure 9.15). This represented a proportionate decrease from 
91.3 per cent in 2001 and 94.1 per cent in 1991. Within this ethnic group, óWhite 
Britishô was the largest group at 45.1 million (80.5 per cent). 
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Figure 9.15   Ethnic groups, England and Wales, 2011 

 
Figure 9.16  Ethnic Groups, 2001ï2011, England and Wales3 
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Figure 9.16 notes: 

1. Comparability issues exist between these ethnic groups for the 2001 and 2011 Censuses. 
2. No comparable data exists for these ethnic groups in 2001 Census.  
3. This chart excludes White British (80.5 per cent in 2011 and 87.5 per cent in 2001). 

 
9.43 óIndianô was the next largest ethnic group with 1.4 million people (2.5 per cent) 

followed by óPakistaniô (2.0 per cent). This is consistent with census findings on 
international migration, which found that South Asian countries (India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh) continued to rank highly within the most common non-UK countries of 
birth. The remaining ethnic groups each accounted for up to 2 per cent of the 
population in 2011.  
 

9.44 There were two new tick boxes in the 2011 Census: óGypsy or Irish Travellerô and 
óArabô. óArabô accounted for 240,000 usual residents (0.4 per cent of the population), 
while óGypsy or Irish Travellerô accounted for 58,000 usual residents (0.1 per cent of 
the population), making it the smallest ethnic category (with a tick box) in 2011, as 
shown in figure 9.16. 
 

9.45 óWhite Britishô and óWhite Irishô both decreased proportionately between 2001 and 
2011. The remaining ethnic groups increased, with óAny other White backgroundô 
showing the largest increase of 1.1 million (1.8 percentage points - figure 9.16). This 
includes people with Poland as a country of birth, who were the second largest group 
of non-UK-born residents in 2011 and increased by 0.5 million (a nine-fold increase) 
between 2001 and 2011. Some caution is needed, however, when comparing ethnic 
responses between the two censuses due to the changes to the wording of the 
questions and the increase in the number of tick box response categories. 
 

9.46 The óAsian/Asian Britishô ethnic group categories had some of the largest increases 
between the 2001 and 2011 Censuses. People identifying as óIndianô and óPakistaniô 
each increased by around 0.4 million (0.6 percentage points and 0.5 percentage 
points respectively). 
 

9.47 Across the English regions and Wales, London was the most ethnically diverse area, 
and Wales the least (figure 9.17). 

 
Figure 9.17   Ethnic groups by English regions and Wales, 2011
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National identity 
 
9.48 The 2011 Census introduced a question on national identity for the first time. This 

resulted from an increased interest in national consciousness and demand from 
people, particularly in Wales, to acknowledge their national identity. National identity 
is multi-dimensional, so the 2011 Census respondents were able to tick more than 
one national identity.  
 

9.49 Some 91.0 per cent of the population identified with at least one UK national identity 
(English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish, or British). English (either on its own or 
combined with other identities) was the most common response, with 37.6 million 
people (67.1 per cent) identifying in this way. English as a sole identity (that is, not 
combined with other identities), was chosen by 32.4 million people (57.7 per cent). 
 

9.50 British identity (either on its own or combined with other identities) was chosen by 
16.3 million people (29.1 per cent). Of these, 10.7 million people (19.1 per cent) 
identified themselves as British only. 
 

9.51 Welsh identity (either on its own or combined with other identities) was chosen by 2.4 
million people (4.3 per cent). Of these, 2 million people (3.7 per cent) identified 
themselves as Welsh only. 
 

9.52 Some 5.5 million people (9.8 per cent) reported a national identity which was classed 
as óOtherô.  

 
9.53 A personôs national identity can depend on many factors such as where they live, 

country of birth and ethnicity. For example, 70.1 per cent of people residing in 
England identified themselves as English (either on its own or combined with other 
identities), while 65.9 per cent of people in Wales similarly said they were Welsh 
(figure 9.18).  
 

9.54 The highest percentage of the population who stated an English identity (on its own 
or combined with other identities) was found in the North East (80.5 per cent), a 
region with one of the highest proportions of óWhiteô population. 

 

9.55 The highest percentage (38.3 per cent) of the population with a British identity (either 
on its own or combined with other identities) was found in London, an ethnically 
diverse area. London also had the highest percentage of people self-reporting an 
óOtherô national identity (26.4 per cent) and the lowest with an English identity (43.7 
per cent). 
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Figure 9.18   National identity by English regions and Wales, 2011 

 
Note: Percentages will not round to 100 per cent as respondents could tick more than one national 
identity 

 
Main language 
 
9.56 The 2011 Census collected information for the first time on main language. It showed 

that 49.8 million (92.3 per cent) people aged three and over reported English (or 
English or Welsh for people living in Wales) as their main language. 
 

9.57 Some 4.2 million people (7.7 per cent) reported some other main language. Polish 
was the most common with 546,000 people (1.0 per cent) reporting this as their main 
language (figure 9.19).  
 

9.58 London was the region with the highest proportion of people with a main language 
other than English (22.1 per cent). 
 

9.59 The local authority with the highest proportion of people with English (English or 
Welsh in Wales) as their main language was Redcar and Cleveland (99.3 per cent). 
The London Borough of Newham had the lowest proportion (58.6 per cent). Half 
(10,800) of those who reported Pakistani Pahari (with Mirpuri and Potwari) as their 
main language lived in Birmingham. Three quarters (3,000) of those who reported 
Yiddish as their main language were in the London Borough of Hackney (figure 9.20).  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/figure4_tcm77-290555.png
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Figure 9.19   Top 10 main 'Other' languages in England and Wales, 2011 

 

1. óAll Other Chineseô is an aggregate of Chinese languages and excludes those that 
wrote in Mandarin Chinese and Cantonese Chinese. 
 

Proficiency in English 
 
9.60 The 2011 Census was also the first to ask how well people could speak English if it 

was not their main language. While 7.7 per cent of the population (4.2 million) aged 
three and over in England and Wales had a main language other than English, only 
1.3 per cent of the population (726,000) reported that they could not speak English 
well, and 0.3 per cent (138,000) reported that they could not speak English at all. 
These proportions were highest in London with nearly 4.1 per cent of the population 
(320,000 people) unable to speak English well or not at all, followed by the West 
Midlands (2.0 per cent). The North East had the lowest proportion of people who 
were unable to speak English well or not at all, reflecting its low level of ethnic 
diversity. 
 

9.61 Across local authorities, the percentage of people who could not speak English well 
or not at all was highest in the London Borough of Newham (8.7 per cent). 
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Figure 9.20   Main language in England and Wales, 2011 
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Welsh language in Wales 
 
9.62 As in all censuses since 1891, the 2011 Census included (in Wales only) a question 

on the Welsh language. The 2011 question was the same as asked in 2001, óCan 
you understand, speak, read or write Welsh?ô  
 

9.63 Between 2001 and 2011, there was a decrease in the number and proportion of 
people aged three and over able to speak Welsh. The decrease was due to 
demographic changes in the population (including fewer children, more older adults 
and the loss of older cohorts with higher levels of Welsh speakers), migration and 
changes to peopleôs skills between the two censuses. The proportion of people able 
to speak Welsh decreased from 582,000 (20.8 per cent) in 2001 to 562,000 (19.0 per 
cent) in 2011. The decline continues a long-term trend since 1911 interrupted by an 
increase in 2001 (figure 9.21) 

 
9.64 Differences between 2001 and 2011 varied by age group, with considerable 

increases for younger children (aged 3 to 4), a slight increase for adults 20-44, and 
decreases for other age groups (figure 9.22). 
 

9.65 The proportion of people aged three and over able to speak Welsh decreased in 
nearly all local authorities. The largest decreases were in areas with the higher 
proportions of Welsh speakers.  
 

Figure 9.21   Number of people aged three and over able to speak Welsh in Wales, 
1911-2011 

 
 

 
 
Note: Due to the Second World War, no census was taken in 1941 

Source: Wales statistical bulletin, 11 December 2012 
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Figure 9.22   Proportion of people able to speak Welsh in Wales, by age group, 1991-
2011 

 

 
Source: Wales statistical bulletin, 11 December 2012 

 
 
Religion 

 
9.66 Christianity was the largest religious group reported in the census: some 33.2 million 

people (59.3 per cent of the population). The second largest religious group were 
Muslims with 2.7 million people (4.8 per cent); see figure 9.23. 
 

9.67 Some 14.1 million people, around a quarter of the population, reported that they had 
no religion in 2011. 
 

9.68 The religion question was the only voluntary question on the 2011 Census 
questionnaire and 7.2 per cent of people did not answer the question. 
 

9.69 Between 2001 and 2011 there had been a decrease in the number of people who 
identified themselves as Christian (from 71.7 per cent to 59.3 per cent) and an 
increase in those reporting no religion (from 14.8 per cent to 25.1 per cent). There 
were increases in the other main religious group categories, with the number of 
Muslims increasing the most (from 3.0 per cent to 4.8 per cent). 
 

9.70 London was the most diverse region in terms of religious affiliation with over a fifth of 
the population identifying with a religion other than Christian. London had the highest 
proportion of Muslims at 12.4 per cent, followed by the West Midlands, and Yorkshire 
and the Humber (both under 7 per cent). London also had the highest proportion of 
other religious groups including Buddhist, Hindu and Jewish (figure 9.24). 
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Figure 9.23   Religious affiliation, England and Wales, 2011 
 

 
Figure 9.24   Religious affiliation, English regions and Wales, 2011 
 

 
 
9.71 Christians formed the majority religion across most local authority areas in England 

and Wales (figure 9.25). In over nine out of ten areas, the proportion of people who 
were Christian was over 45 per cent. It was the largest religious group in all local 
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authorities except the London Borough of Tower Hamlets where there were more 
people who identified as Muslim. 
 

9.72 The 13 local authorities with the highest proportions of the population reporting to be 
Christian were all in the North West, with the highest in Knowsley at 80.9 per cent. 
Tower Hamlets was the lowest at 27.1 per cent. Leicester, Camden, Redbridge, 
Harrow and Hackney all had proportions under 40 per cent. 
 

9.73 The proportion of people identifying themselves as Christian has decreased in all 
local authorities in England and Wales since 2001, with the largest drop of 16.8 
percentage points in Kingston upon Hull. 
 

9.74 Norwich had the highest proportion of people reporting óno religionô with 42.5 per 
cent, closely followed by Brighton and Hove with 42.4 per cent (figure 9.26). In 
Wales, Caerphilly had the largest increase since 2001, from 16.7 to 41.0 per cent. 
Blaenau Gwent, Rhondda Cynon Taf and Torfaen also saw large increases of óno 
religionô with 16.0, 15.5 and 15.4 percentage points respectively. 
 

9.75 In London, the boroughs of Newham, Harrow, Brent and Redbridge had the lowest 
proportions of the population reporting óno religionô. Other areas under 15 per cent 
included Slough in the South East, and Knowsley, Blackburn with Darwen, Copeland, 
Ribble Valley, and St Helens in the North West. 
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Figure 9.25   Christian population, 2011, England and Wales, by local and unitary 
authorities 
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Figure 9.26   Population reporting no religion, 2011, England and Wales, by local and 
unitary authorities 

 

 
 
General health 
 

9.76 In 2011, 81.2 per cent of people in England and Wales reported their general health 
as either óVery goodô or óGoodô; in England it was 81.4 per cent and in Wales it was 
77.8 per cent (figure 9.27). The general pattern of better health in London and the 
South East region and worse health in the Northern regions, which had been 
reported in 2001, was maintained in 2011. 
 

9.77 People living in London and the South East regions had the highest percentages of 
óVery goodô or óGoodô general health; Wales and the North East region had the 
lowest. 
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9.78 There was a 15.5 percentage points gap between local authorities reporting the 
highest (Hart, 88.1 per cent) and lowest (Blaenau Gwent, 72.6 per cent) percentages 
of óVery goodô and óGoodô general health.  
 

9.79 Some traditionally deprived local authorities experienced a notable improvement in 
2011, specifically Newham, Tower Hamlets, Hackney and Manchester. 
  

Figure 9.27  General health, 2011 

 
 

Long-term illness or disability 
 

9.80 More than 10 million people reported that they were limited in their daily activities 
through a long-term health problem or disability in 2011. 
 

9.81 The percentage of people with activity limitations had fallen slightly since 2001, by 
0.3 of a percentage point in England and 0.6 of a percentage point in Wales. 
However, prevalence remains 5 percentage points higher in Wales (figure 9.28). 
 

9.82 The number of people whose activities are ólimited a lotô because of a health problem 
or disability was more than 3 percentage points higher in Wales (11.9 per cent) than 
in England (8.3 per cent) in 2011. 
 

9.83 Across English regions there was a general north-south divide with percentages of 
people limited óa lotô or óa littleô in daily activities lower in the south and higher in the 
north. The North East region (21.6 per cent) had the highest overall percentage of 
activity limitations, and London (14.2 per cent) the lowest. 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/figure2cropresized_tcm77-296812.png
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 Figure 9.28  Activity-limiting heath problem or disability English regions and Wales, 
  2011 

  

 
 
9.84 The ten English local authorities with the lowest percentage of activity-limiting health 

problems or disabilities were located exclusively in London and the South East. 
 

9.85 London and other large urban conurbations in England such as Manchester 
experienced the greatest reductions in activity limitations since 2001, while rural local 
authorities, such as East Lindsey in Lincolnshire, experienced the greatest rise in 
prevalence. 
 

Unpaid care 
 
9.86 There were approximately 5.8 million people providing unpaid care in 2011, 

representing just over one tenth of the total population. 
 

9.87 The absolute number of unpaid carers had grown by 600,000 since 2001; the largest 
growth (an additional 272,000) was among those providing 50 or more hoursô care 
per week. The number of additional carers providing 1 to 19 hours care was 109,000 
and in the 20 to 49 hours category there were an additional 202,000 carers. The 
percentages of the population providing such care in the English regions and Wales 
are shown in figure 9.29. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/resources/figure2lltia_tcm77-296841.png
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Figure 9. 29   Provision of unpaid care across English regions and Wales, 2011 
 

 
 
9.88 If it is assumed that people were, on average, providing towards the mid-range of 

hours per week in the 1 to 19 or 20 to 49 hour categories, and 50 hours in the 50 
hours or more category, then this amounts to approximately 3.4 million working 
weeks of care provided (based on a standard 37 hours working week) in a given 
week in 2011. 
 

9.89 As with general health and disability, a clear north-south divide exists in England, 
with the highest percentages of care provision being in the North West, North East, 
East and West Midlands. The only exception to this was Yorkshire and the Humber 
having a lower percentage than the South West. The relatively older age structure of 
the South West population was also likely to influence the underlying need for care 
compared with other southern regions such as the South East and London (figure 
9.30). 
 

9.90 The proportion of people providing care had increased between 2001 and 2011 in 
Wales and across all English regions other than London and the North East, where it 
had decreased. 
 

9.91 Most local authorities experienced increases in the level of unpaid care provided 
between 2001 and 2011. Those authorities with higher percentages of their 
population who are ólimited a lotô in their daily activities also tended, not surprisingly, 
to have higher levels of unpaid care provided. 
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Figure 9.30   Percentage change in provision of total unpaid care between 2001 and 
2011, English regions and Wales 

 

 
 

Migration 

 
Country of birth and citizenship (passport held) 

 
9.92 In 2011, 13 per cent (7.5 million) of the resident population of England and Wales 

were born outside the UK. 
 

9.93 The overall increase in the non-UK born population (from 9 per cent in 2001 to 13 per 
cent in 2011) has been the result of a range of distinct migrations from a wide variety 
of different countries.  Figure 9.31 shows the top ten non-UK countries of birth 
recorded in each Census since 1951. Key points include: 

 

¶ The Republic of Ireland was the top non-UK country of birth for foreign 
born in each census from 1951 until 2001, but the numbers of Irish-born 
declined after 1961 

¶ In 1951, India was the third highest non-UK country of birth. The number of 
people born in India then increased and almost doubled between 1961 and 
1971. From 1961 until 2001 Indian-born was the second highest ranking 
non-UK country of birth and in 2011 became the largest foreign born 
population 

¶ The Pakistani-born population saw a noticeable rise between 1961 and 
1971 (and to a lesser extent 1971 to 1981), and has continued to increase 
since then, ranking third in 1981 and subsequent censuses 

¶ In 1951 Poland was the second highest non-UK country of birth; however 
this population did not grow again substantially until a new influx of Polish-
born migrants in the period following Polandôs accession to the EU before 
the 2011 Census, when the Polish-born were once again the second 
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highest non-UK born group, although with a much larger number of 
residents 

¶ The Jamaican-born population saw substantial rises between 1951 and 
1971 before  peaking in 1971. 

 
Figure 9.31 Top ten non-UK countries of birth for the resident population in England 

and Wales; 1951-2011 
 

 
 

9.94 Almost half (46 per cent, 3.4 million) of the non-UK born usually resident population 
held a UK passport in 2011; of those born abroad who held a foreign passport, 11 per 
cent (383,000) were Indian-born, followed by 10 per cent (332,000) Pakistani-born. 
Those holding only a foreign passport accounted for 51 per cent (3.8 million) of non-
UK born usual residents. There were also 4 per cent (269,000) who reported having 
no passport.  
 
 
 


