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International Migration Statistics First Time User Guide

Welcome to this guide for first time users of international migration statistics. The guide is
designed as an introduction to the key concepts which underpin migration statistics. There
are a number of sources of data on migration, and advice is provided on where to find these,
as well as links to publications which can offer further information.

Who is an international migrant?

There are a number of ways to define an international migrant. We publish statistics on both Long-
Term International Migration (LTIM) to and from the UK and Short-Term International Migration
(STIM) to and from England and Wales.

A long-term international migrant is “a person who moves from their country of usual residence for a
period of at least 12 months” (UN definition).

A short-term international migrant is “a person who moves to a country other than that of his or her
usual residence for a period of at least 3 months but less than a year except in cases where the
movement to that country is for purposes of recreation, holiday, visits to friends and relatives,
business, medical treatment or religious pilgrimage” (UN definition).

The UN definition of a short-term international migrant therefore focuses on those migrating for work
or study. We also publish short-term international migration statistics for those migrating for 3 to 12
months for all reasons for migration, and for 1 to 12 months for all reasons for migration.

How has international migration changed over time?

Levels of both immigration and emigration are higher now than they were 50 years ago. In the 1960s
and 1970s approximately 200,000 people immigrated to the UK each year and around 250,000
people emigrated annually. In the 1980s immigration began to exceed emigration on an annual
basis. Since the late 1990s, the numbers of immigrants and emigrants has increased further, notably
in 2004 when the EU expanded to include 10 new countries.

The International Migration Timeline shows Long-Term International Migration estimates from 1964
to 2013. It allows the user to select different broad citizenship groups and to see the migration
figures for particular years in the context of GDP, unemployment and key events or developments
that occurred at the time. The timeline also shows the top 3 countries of origin and destination for
migrants to and from the UK by broad citizenship group in each year.

Long-term Migration into and out of the United Kingdom, 1964-2013 f »
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http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/HTMLDocs/dvc123/index.html

How is Long-Term International Migration (LTIM) measured?

Estimates of LTIM are about 90 per cent based on data from the International Passenger Survey
(IPS). This sample survey is conducted at all the main entry and exit points from the UK including
airports, sea ports and at the Channel Tunnel.

To collect the data, a specific entry or exit point is sampled on a particular day. A strict method of
counting is used which ensures each person has the same opportunity of inclusion in the survey.
Passengers are systematically selected for interview at fixed intervals (for example, every 1 in
20th person) from a random start.

Between 700,000 and 800,000 people are interviewed on the IPS each year. Of those
interviewed, approximately 4,000 to 5,000 people each year are identified as long-term migrants.
These are non-UK residents who state that they intend to stay in the UK for at least 12 months
(immigrants) or UK residents who state that they intend to reside outside of the UK for at least 12
months (emigrants). The remainder are identified as either short-term migrants, visitors to the
UK, or UK residents returning after a short stay overseas.

To estimate LTIM, the IPS data are supplemented by:

- Home Office data, which are used to calculate an adjustment for asylum seekers and their
dependants, as well as for non-asylum enforced removals

- an adjustment to add in visitor switchers and remove migrant switchers. These are people
who change their intentions

- Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA) data on migration to and from
Northern Ireland, based on GP registrations

Further information is available on Long-Term International Migration estimates methodology.
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http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/international-migration-methodology/index.html

How is Short-Term International Migration (STIM) measured?
Estimates of STIM are produced for England and Wales and for local authorities.

National estimates of STIM are produced directly from data from the International Passenger
Survey (IPS). Estimates of short-term migration are available as flows (the total number of moves
made over a set period) and stocks (the number of short-term international migrants present at a
given point in time).

Flow estimates refer to the number of migrations commenced (migrant moves) as opposed to the
number of people who commence migrations (migrants). This distinction is important when
estimating STIM annually because a person could migrate more than once in the same period. For
example, a single person migrating twice in a year for 3 months on each occasion would appear in
the short-term flow estimates as 2 (migrant moves), not as 1 (migrant).

Stock estimates are calculated by summing the number of nights each short-term migration lasts
and dividing by 365 to create a long-term migrant equivalent. Where a short-term migration spans
2 time periods, the stay is split between the 2 periods.

It is not possible to calculate net migration for short-term migrants, as the definition of a migrant is
different for the inflow (who must be a foreign resident moving to the England and Wales) and the
outflow (who must be a resident of England and Wales moving overseas).

Short-term migrants are interviewed on the IPS at the end of their stay. This means that the
estimates are based on actual behaviour, in contrast to LTIM estimates which are based on
interviews conducted when the migrant arrives and are therefore based on the intended behaviour
of migrants.

Asylum seekers are not included in STIM estimates as no suitable adjustments can currently be
made. The adjustments used in LTIM are considered to be too complex to be applied to STIM,
given the small numbers of migrants affected. Similarly, no adjustment is made to STIM to account
for any short-term migration from Northern Ireland to England and Wales, which may not be
captured by the IPS. Again this number is estimated to be low.

Local authority estimates for STIM are produced by distributing IPS estimates of short-term
migrants who arrive in England and Wales for 3 to 12 months for work and study (which is the UN
definition) to local authorities using administrative data.

Further information is available on Short-Term International Migration estimates methodology.
This includes separate methodology documents for the national estimates and for the local
authority estimates, as well as frequently asked questions.

What is the difference between a flow and a stock?

Flows — the number of people migrating from one place to another over a given period of time.
LTIM and IPS estimates of long-term international migration are examples of migration flows.

Stocks — the number of people resident in the UK at a given point in time.
Population by Country of Birth and Nationality estimates are an example of stocks.
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http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/population-by-country-of-birth-and-nationality/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/method-quality/specific/population-and-migration/short-term-migration-methodology/index.html
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http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/taxonomy/index.html?nscl=Migration
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/migration-statistics-quarterly-report/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/long-term-international-migration/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/short-term-migration/short-term-migration-estimates-for-england-and-wales/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/migration-indicators-suite/august-2015/migration-indicators-suite.xls
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/population-by-country-of-birth-and-nationality/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/guide-method/census/2011/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census-analysis/immigration-patterns-and-characteristics-of-non-uk-born-population-groups-in-england-and-wales/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/detailed-characteristics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/country-of-birth---rpt.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/detailed-characteristics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/country-of-birth---rpt.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/short-term-residents-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/rpt-non-uk-born-short-term-residents-in-england-and-wales-2011.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/key-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/rpt-international-migrants.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/census/2011-census/key-statistics-for-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/rpt-international-migrants.html

Where else can | find out about international migration?

In addition to ONS, a number of government departments publish data relating to international
migration. In particular:

Home Office migration statistics provide a range of Home Office administrative data, including
visas, passenger admissions, asylum applications, removals and voluntary departures and
grants of settlement and citizenship.

Department for Work and Pensions provide statistics on National Insurance numbers (NINos)
allocated to overseas nationals entering the UK.

National Records for Scotland migration statistics provide estimates of migration within
Scotland, between Scotland and the rest of the UK and between Scotland and overseas.

Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency migration statistics provide estimates of

long-term international migration to and from Northern Ireland, including by local government
district.
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http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/other-government-departments/home-office/home-office-migration-statistics.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-insurance-number-allocations-to-adult-overseas-nationals-entering-the-uk
http://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/external-links/devolved-admins/nisra/northern-ireland-statistics-and-research-agency-migration-statistics.html
mailto:migstatsunit@ons.gsi.gov.uk
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/internal-migration-by-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/index.html
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/migration1/internal-migration-by-local-authorities-in-england-and-wales/index.html

