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ONS Navigation Instructions 
 

 
First Results data can be found by going to the First results and timeline section 
from the link - https://www.ons.gov.uk/census  
 
After clicking on the above link, you will be presented with this page. 
 
One way to find published Census 2021 data is to click on the Get census data 
section shown below:  
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census
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After clicking on Get Census data, a screen appears for you to choose a topic from 
the Filter results list on left-hand side of page. You can also select content type. 
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Depending on which categories are selected the relevant datasets will become 
available  
 
e.g., if Ageing and Demography and data boxes are ticked this screen will appear: 
 



4 
 

4 
 

 
 
 
Once you have selected and clicked onto your chosen dataset e.g., Population 
density, this screen will appear:  
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If this search meets your criteria, please skip the Adjusting the datasets instructions 
and proceed to choose your format then click on green Download button.  
 

 
 
When choosing your format for your data the standard is the XLS format 
 
Adjusting the datasets 
 
1) If you are looking for a different type of area, such as regions, you can change the 
area type. 
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2) You can change the coverage type to London, by adjusting the coverage,  

Please note, not all datasets will be available at Output Area, Lower Layer Super 
Output Areas, and Electoral wards/Divisions geographies. 
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Once you are happy with your specific request click on Get the data green button. 
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Alternative way to find Census 2021 data by topic  
 
Click on specific topic box below: e.g., Ethnic group, national identity, language, and 
religion 
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A list of all the relevant datasets will appear – please follow the above instructions to 
obtain data. 
 
 
There are several other sections to Census 2021 data which may also be of interest 
on the Census hub page: 
 

 
 

Bulk data allows users to download large datasets using the Nomis website. Nomis 
is a service run on behalf of the Office for National Statistics by Durham University. 

https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/census/2021/bulk
https://www.nomisweb.co.uk/


12 
 

12 
 

Separate Nomis navigations are available upon request from Census Customer 
Services.  
 
 

 
 
Census dictionary provides definitions, variables, and classifications to help when 
using Census 2021 data. Further information can be found by clicking on each grey 
tile.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/census2021dictionary
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Planning for the Census 2021 How we researched, prepared, and planned for 
Census 2021. Further information can be found by clicking on each title of each grey 
tile:  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/planningforcensus2021
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Get all historic data Find census data and analysis for 2011 and earlier.  
 

 
 
Geography  
 
View census data on a map allows users to view Census 2021 data for different 
areas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/historiccensusdata
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/maps
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Find facts and figures about areas 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/areas
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Build a custom area profile is a simple tool that allows you to create a Census 2021 data 

profile covering any area in England and Wales, including one that you draw for yourself on 
a map. 

Separate instructions are available.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
Census releases – see what we've published, and our plans for future releases. 
 
 
 
 

Release calendar Here you can select releases have been published or upcoming 
releases. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/visualisations/customprofiles/draw/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releasecalendar?query=census&fromDateDay=&fromDateMonth=&fromDateYear=&toDateDay=&toDateMonth=&toDateYear=&view=upcoming
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First results and timeline 
 
 

  
 
Clicking on the highlighted link returns you to the Release calendar.  
 

 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/censustransformationprogramme/census2021outputs/releaseplans
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releasecalendar
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Flexible datasets can be accessed here: Data combining multiple variables, England and 
Wales: Census 2021 

 
 

Select a dataset from the list that appears: 

 

Select dataset: e.g., Sex by single year of age (detailed)  

 

 

 

You can change Area type, coverage and variable and add or remove variable:  

 
 

https://www.ons.gov.uk/redir/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpbmRleCI6MSwicGFnZVNpemUiOjEwLCJ0ZXJtIjoiQ2Vuc3VzIDIwMjEgbXVsdGlwbGUgdmFyaWFibGVzIiwicGFnZSI6MSwidXJpIjoiL3JlbGVhc2VzL2RhdGFjb21iaW5pbmdtdWx0aXBsZXZhcmlhYmxlc2VuZ2xhbmRhbmR3YWxlc2NlbnN1czIwMjEiLCJsaXN0VHlwZSI6InJlbGVhc2VjYWxlbmRhciJ9.hoLpTBt3SXFltfHopzxLkHLInJttn5UxFAqyTQJGtR0
https://www.ons.gov.uk/redir/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJpbmRleCI6MSwicGFnZVNpemUiOjEwLCJ0ZXJtIjoiQ2Vuc3VzIDIwMjEgbXVsdGlwbGUgdmFyaWFibGVzIiwicGFnZSI6MSwidXJpIjoiL3JlbGVhc2VzL2RhdGFjb21iaW5pbmdtdWx0aXBsZXZhcmlhYmxlc2VuZ2xhbmRhbmR3YWxlc2NlbnN1czIwMjEiLCJsaXN0VHlwZSI6InJlbGVhc2VjYWxlbmRhciJ9.hoLpTBt3SXFltfHopzxLkHLInJttn5UxFAqyTQJGtR0
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If you require any further assistance with accessing census data from any census 
year, please contact us at census.customerservices@ons.gov.uk 

mailto:census.customerservices@ons.gov.uk

