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the forecast as well as some other classification decisions that OBR has anticipated ahead of inclusion in 
the statistics. 
 
On this basis CG receipts growth looks better than the headline numbers suggest. YTD growth is 3.1% 
against a full year forecast of 3.5%. To meet the OBR forecast this does imply stronger receipts growth in 
the final quarter. The OBR have forecast this to come in part from stamps with good growth in the rest of 
the year despite year-on-year falls so far and from strong SA in January/February. 
 
Within CG expenditure the remainder of the year will need to see spending falls compared to last year in 
‘other current’. This is plausible given that a large DFID payment was made early this year and LG grants 
have been relatively front-loaded. In addition last December saw large EU payments which will not be 
repeated. 
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personally may wish to put forward.  
  
I would also encourage your officials to make good use of my Review team – to understand the arguments, 
the context and to talk through any detailed factual changes. 
  
Given the turnaround time and the need to finalise the document over the weekend so it can be typeset 
for electronic publication, we kindly request comments by 7pm on Thursday 26th November. We will 
struggle to take on board comments received after Thursday. 
  
The contents of this draft report are sensitive until publication. I have not wanted to set a restrictive pre-
release access list for your institution, and so I trust you to share with the relevant officials on a need-to-
know basis. 
  
The one caveat I wish to make is that this is a draft of the Interim Report, and as such there will be changes 
to the document between now and publication date. I hope to only make a few substantive changes to the 
content, but at this stage I hope you understand that I cannot rule this out. To be aware, there are a 
number of formatting changes that my team are still working on. 
  
Warm regards, 
  

 
  
  
Sent by The Review team on ’s behalf. 
  

 | , 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ | Tel:  
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Warm regards, 
  

  
  
  
Sent by The Review team on ’s behalf. 
  

  | , 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ | Tel: 020 7270 4386 
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has been swept for malware and viruses.  
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foundation against which we can analysis [sic] new legislation”, and requested information about the current operation 
of housing associations. 
 
The ONS is independent of governmnet. A spokesperson for the organisation said the confusion was the result of a 
simple mistake on the part of a member of its team.   
 
“A member of the ONS’ classification team originally confused the need to assess PRPs [Private Registered 
Providers] in the context of the existing legislative framework with assessing the potential impact of the nascent 
reforms that had been discussed in the media,” the spokesperson said. 
 
“However, once the need to establish the current classification prior to considering future changes had been clarified 
to him he sent the email to the Treasury to confirm both the review’s scope and that ONS did not need the information 
originally requested.” 
 
But  shadow housing minister for Labour, said: “The ONS’ decision about the classification of housing 
associations was meant to be entirely independent, but this suggests the Treasury’s fingerprints are all over it.” 
 
According to its guidance, the ONS has the power to provide an opinion on the effect of proposed legislation if 
requested to by Treasury. 
 
Following the ONS decision, the government immediately committed to reduce regulation to get housing associations 
back off the balance sheet. 
 
However, housing associations have expressed concern that the proposed measures represent an increase in 
government control and could undermine this effort.  
 
  

  
 | Uwch Swyddog Cyswllt â'r Cyfryngau  

Office for National Statistics | Swyddfa Ystadegau Gwladol  
1 Drummond Gate  
London | Llundain  
SW1V 2QQ  
Telephone:  

 
  
Communication Matters | Materion Cyfathrebu  
Communication Division | Is-adran Gyfathrebu 
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Can you reply to  and let her know what your recommendation is re disclosure? 
 
Any problems let me know. 
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Economic Review 
 

  
That march of the makers in full: reminder from @ONS of what's driven recovery (spoiler: it's not manufacturing)...  
https://twitter.com/ /status/661479253515505664 
 
ResolutionFoundation 
.@ONS econ review today. Long-term rise in ratio of retired to non-retired household income 
http://www.ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171766 422304.pdf …  
https://twitter.com/resfoundation/status/661480062663921664 
 
.@ONS also shows how wage squeeze and recovery has played out differently across industries 
ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/elmr/e… 
https://twitter.com/resfoundation/status/661480846684127232 
 

 
Ratio of retired to non-retired household median income since 1979. Fascinating stuff from the @ONS 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661486293474504709 
 
If you read one thing on the UK economy this month, make it the ONS Economic Review: 
ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171766_… 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661482168561045504 
 

 
Never mind manufacturing -- UK financial and insurance output is still 7.4 percent below its Q1 2008 level, ONS says 
ons.gov.uk/ons/dcp171766_… 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661483840607666176 
 

 
And if you put doctors and nurses on that graph then we're 15% down since 2008 not 5%. We've already done our bit 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661480334865907712 
 
 
Housing Associations 
 

  
Missed this last week. Big news. Govt (Lab, Cltn, Con) get its comeuppance for endless fiddling with social housing.  
https://twitter.com/ /status/661469898938429440 
 

  
Government will work to return #housing association to private sector through “deregulatory measures”, says  
publicfinance.co.uk/news/2015/11/c… 
https://twitter.com /status/661471654112030720 
 
 
Crime Statistics 
 

 
Characteristics associated with being a victim of violence, 2011-12 CSEW (ONS) ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/crime-… 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661466713905635328 
 
 
Pension Calculator 
 

 
How long will retirement income need to last? Get an idea of your life expectancy with this calculator #pensions 
visual.ons.gov.uk/how-long-will-… 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661458813682188289 
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Population Projections 
 

 
Forecast by ONS of 10m growth in population over next 25yrs is huge and completely unsustainable - services 
already reaching breaking point. 
https://twitter.com/ /status/661441107407020032 
 
 
Census - Travel to Work (Visual ONS) 
 
Visijax 
Incredible stats for #London #cyclists. Now onto the rest of the country, right? 
https://twitter.com/ONS/status/639361872953802752 
 
 

 
Deputy Head of Media and Public Relations 
  
Office for National Statistics | Swyddfa Ystadegau Gwladol  
Room 1.101 | Ystafell 1.101 
Government Buildings | Adeiladau’r Llywodraeth  
Cardiff Road | Heol Caerdydd  
Newport | Casnewydd  
NP10 8XG  
Telephone:  
  
twitter.com/ONS    facebook.com/statisticsONS 
  
Media Relations Office telephone: +44 (0)845 604 1858 or +44 (0)203 684 5070 (8:30am - 5:30pm 
Weekdays) 
Emergency out of hours (limited service):   
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provided on a confidential basis (but that policy makers are free to publish if they choose) and (b) that we do not 
provide a running commentary as policy develops.  
 
 
Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics  
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ   

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   

For the latest data on the economy and society, consult National Statistics at http://www.ons.gov.uk  
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Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics 
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ  

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   

 
 

Vanessa Holden---29/10/2015 15:44:06---Hi  I have plugged the  letter into our template, and 
have made a couple of suggesti 
 
From: Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS 
To: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan 
Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  LONDON/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS 
Date: 29/10/2015 15:44 
Subject: [OFFICIAL SENSITIVE] - Re: Tomorrow's classification publication 

 
 
Hi  
 
I have plugged the  letter into our template, and have made a couple of suggestions.   
 
I think it's worth us providing links to both the available information on the scope, and the published 
procedures.  Have footnoted these both. 
 
I also was not sure about these two sentences: The ONS is required to maintain its independence in compiling official 
statistics.  It does not, therefore, involve itself in the development of government policy.   
 
I don't think that they are strictly necessary and risk giving the impression that policy makers work without any regard 
for official stats (though I know this is not what we mean). I have therefore removed them from the draft. 
 
What do you think?  If you are content, we can ask JA to review at 4pm. 
 
Thanks 
 
V 
 
Vanessa Holden | Central Policy Secretariat | UK Statistics Authority | 1 Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ 
Tel:  | Email: @statistics.gov.uk Web: www.statisticsauthority.gov.uk Twitter: @UKStatsAuth 
  
[attachment "  draft response.doc" deleted by Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS]  
 
 

29/10/2015 12:57:22---Jonathan/Vanessa, After receiving comments from all cc'd,  and 
other NAES DD's have now approv 
 
From: NEWPORT/ONS 
To: Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS, Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  
Cc:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  

NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  LONDON/ONS@ONS 
Date: 29/10/2015 12:57 
Subject: [OFFICIAL SENSITIVE] - Tomorrow's classification publication 

 
 
Jonathan/Vanessa, 
 
After receiving comments from all cc'd,  and other NAES DD's have now approved the drafts for each of the 
documents enclosed in the link ( ). 
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Please could you look over and suggest any final modifications for me to take on by 1.45pm.  I shall then circulate 
final copies to HMT colleagues.   
 
Happy to discuss, 
 

 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

National Accounts Classifications Secretariat 
Office for National Statistics | Room 1.264| Government Buildings | Cardiff Road | Newport NP10 8XG 
  |   ons.gsi.gov.uk 
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[attachment  draft response.doc" deleted by Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS]  
 
 

29/10/2015 12:57:22---Jonathan/Vanessa, After receiving comments from all cc'd,  and 
other NAES DD's have now approv 
 
From: NEWPORT/ONS 
To: Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS, Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  
Cc:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  

NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  LONDON/ONS@ONS 
Date: 29/10/2015 12:57 
Subject: [OFFICIAL SENSITIVE] - Tomorrow's classification publication 

 
 
Jonathan/Vanessa, 
 
After receiving comments from all cc'd,  and other NAES DD's have now approved the drafts for each of the 
documents enclosed in the link ( ). 
 
Please could you look over and suggest any final modifications for me to take on by 1.45pm.  I shall then circulate 
final copies to HMT colleagues.   
 
Happy to discuss, 
 

 
_________________________________________ 
 

 
 

National Accounts Classifications Secretariat 
Office for National Statistics | Room 1.264| Government Buildings | Cardiff Road | Newport NP10 8XG 
  |   ons.gsi.gov.uk 
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Subject: Housing associations 
  

  
 
Two things on Housing Associations.  
 
1) We are going to confirm on our website today that we will publish the outcome of the review on the current 
classification of housing associations at 9:30 on Friday (which is our next regular release on classifications). Our 
previous public statement just said end of October, but we are just clarifying the exact date.  
 
2)  wrote to John Pullinger. He enquired about the timing of the current review of classification, which 
will be straightforward once we have the announcement on the website. He also asks us (a) to publish any 
provisional advice we may have given to you on classification with the new legislation and (b) to comment on the 
current draft of the bill. We are going to reply with our standard lines that (a) provisional advice to policy makers is 
provided on a confidential basis (but that policy makers are free to publish if they choose) and (b) that we do not 
provide a running commentary as policy develops.  
 
 
Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics  
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ   

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   

For the latest data on the economy and society, consult National Statistics at http://www.ons.gov.uk  

*********************************************************************************************** 
Please Note:  Incoming and outgoing email messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of 
electronic communications  

***********************************************************************************************  

Legal Disclaimer:  Any views expressed by the sender of this message are not necessarily those of the Office for National 
Statistics 
*********************************************************************************************** 
 
The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service 
supplied by Vodafone in partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) This email 
has been certified virus free. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 
 
 
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.  

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom they 
are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient and have received this email in error, please notify the 
sender and delete the email. This footnote also confirms that our email communications may be monitored 
to ensure the secure and effective operation of our systems and for other lawful purposes, and that this email 
has been swept for malware and viruses.  

 
The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service 
supplied by Vodafone in partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) This email 
has been certified virus free. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 
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Kind regards 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________  

 | Head of National Accounts Classifications | na.classifications@ons.gov.uk  

Office for National Statistics, Government Buildings, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP10 8XG 
ons.gov.uk |  

 
 

Jonathan Athow---28/10/2015 09:49:35---Just a further update on what is going on. 1)  has a call with 
John on HA classificatio 
 
From: Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS 
To: Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  
Cc:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  

NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  LONDON/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS@ONS 
Date: 28/10/2015 09:49 
Subject: Re: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 
Just a further update on what is going on. 
 
1)  has a call with John on HA classification. Not sure quite what  will want to say, but John up to 
speed. 
 
2) We were worrying a little that we hadn't pre-announced Friday, and are therefore thinking of putting some 
wording on the website today along the lines of "Announced earlier that we were planning to conclude our review of 
the current classification of Housing Associations by end of October. Can now confirm that the outcome of the review 
will be published at 9:30 on Friday." 
 
 
Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics 
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ  

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   

 
 

Jonathan Athow---28/10/2015 08:45:20---  I have some sympathy with the idea of replying to the letter the 
day before would be good, b 
 
From: Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS 
To:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS@ONS 
Date: 28/10/2015 08:45 
Subject: Re: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 
 
I have some sympathy with the idea of replying to the letter the day before would be good, but just talking this 
through with Vanessa here, I think the challenge is that we haven't - as far as I know - announced we are publishing 
our review on Friday. That makes drafting the letter quite difficult, as I am certain the moment he receives it, it will 
be published.  
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So we probably have to go with Friday.  
 
Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics 
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ  

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   

 
 

 27/10/2015 18:03:16---  Given they are asking about the announcement in their letter I wonder 
whether it would be bette 
 
From:  NEWPORT/ONS 
To: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS 
Date: 27/10/2015 18:03 
Subject: Re: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 
 
Given they are asking about the announcement in their letter I wonder whether it would be better to respond the day 
before so they are aware that an announcement will be made prior to it actually being made.   I am back in the office 
tomorrow so let's discuss then. 
 
Jonathan - do you have a view on the timing of the response to the official correspondence? 
 
Thanks 

 
 
 
 
 

27/10/2015 16:48:08---  The suggestion from Central Policy Secretariat was that we 
respond on Friday providing links 
 
From: NEWPORT/ONS 
To:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS 
Date: 27/10/2015 16:48 
Subject: Re: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 
 
The suggestion from Central Policy Secretariat was that we respond on Friday providing links to the publication (and 
explaining why there had to be two classifications reviews).   and I have discussed and we think that there may 
be some benefits in going with the suggestion to respond to the letter on Friday ensuring that it coincides with the 
announcement.  
 
However they were open to further suggestions do you still feel we should respond before then?  
 
Thanks 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________  
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National Accounts Classifications Branch | na.classifications@ons.gov.uk  

Office for National Statistics, Government Buildings, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP10 8XG 
| 01633 45 5706 
 
 

 27/10/2015 16:28:42---  and  Can you please draft a response to the official 
correspondence below as a matter of urg 
 
From:  NEWPORT/ONS 
To: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS 
Date: 27/10/2015 16:28 
Subject: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 and  
 
Can you please draft a response to the official correspondence below as a matter of urgency given that we will be 
making the announcement on Friday. 
 
Thanks 

 
 
----- Forwarded by  NEWPORT/ONS on 27/10/2015 16:26 ----- 
 
From:  LONDON/ONS 
To:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  
Date: 27/10/2015 14:07 
Subject: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 
 
Dear colleague, 
 
You have been assigned a new piece of correspondence.   
 
To confirm receipt of this, please open the link and nominate an action officer.   
 
Once the action officer has submitted a draft, it will be returned to you for approval.  By approving the draft, you will be 
confirming that it meets the standards set out in the Authority's OC guidance ( available at 
http://intranet/workinginons/howtoguides/communicationsandpublishing/pqandofficial/index.asp ). 
 
If you should have any questions, don't hesitate to get in contact with the Authority's Parliamentary unit 
(parliamentary.unit@statistics.gsi.gov.uk). 
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whether it would be bette 
 
From:  NEWPORT/ONS 
To: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS 
Date: 27/10/2015 18:03 
Subject: Re: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 
 
Given they are asking about the announcement in their letter I wonder whether it would be better to respond the day 
before so they are aware that an announcement will be made prior to it actually being made.    

 let's discuss then. 
 
Jonathan - do you have a view on the timing of the response to the official correspondence? 
 
Thanks 

 
 
 
 
 

27/10/2015 16:48:08---  The suggestion from Central Policy Secretariat was that we 
respond on Friday providing links 
 
From: NEWPORT/ONS 
To:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS 
Date: 27/10/2015 16:48 
Subject: Re: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 
 
The suggestion from Central Policy Secretariat was that we respond on Friday providing links to the publication (and 
explaining why there had to be two classifications reviews).   and I have discussed and we think that there may 
be some benefits in going with the suggestion to respond to the letter on Friday ensuring that it coincides with the 
announcement.  
 
However they were open to further suggestions do you still feel we should respond before then?  
 
Thanks 
 

 
________________________________________________________________________  

National Accounts Classifications Branch | na.classifications@ons.gov.uk  

Office for National Statistics, Government Buildings, Cardiff Road, Newport, NP10 8XG 
| 01633 45 5706 
 
 

 27/10/2015 16:28:42---  and  Can you please draft a response to the official 
correspondence below as a matter of urg 
 
From:  NEWPORT/ONS 
To: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Jonathan Athow/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS 
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Date: 27/10/2015 16:28 
Subject: URGENT - please read: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 

 and  
 
Can you please draft a response to the official correspondence below as a matter of urgency given that we will be 
making the announcement on Friday. 
 
Thanks 

 
 
----- Forwarded by  NEWPORT/ONS on 27/10/2015 16:26 ----- 
 
From:  LONDON/ONS 
To:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, Vanessa Holden/LONDON/ONS@ONS,  

LONDON/ONS@ONS,  
Date: 27/10/2015 14:07 
Subject: Official Correspondence for Response 

 
 
 
Dear colleague, 
 
You have been assigned a new piece of correspondence.   
 
To confirm receipt of this, please open the link and nominate an action officer.   
 
Once the action officer has submitted a draft, it will be returned to you for approval.  By approving the draft, you will be 
confirming that it meets the standards set out in the Authority's OC guidance ( available at 
http://intranet/workinginons/howtoguides/communicationsandpublishing/pqandofficial/index.asp ). 
 
If you should have any questions, don't hesitate to get in contact with the Authority's Parliamentary unit 
(parliamentary.unit@statistics.gsi.gov.uk). 
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of issues.  Happy to discuss how we manage this next week if helpful.  
  
If any trouble opening and printing files from the zipped attachments please let us know.  Otherwise look forward to seeing you 
on Thursday 
  
Thanks 

 
<< File: DCLG cover note.docx >>  << File: BIS cover note.docx >>  << File: DFT cover note - Euston OSD-Mobile Connectivity-
Inflation DRAFT.DOCX >>  << File: DFE cover note - Attainment benefits.docx >>  << File: DCMS cover note Blythe House 
Quantified Benefits Methodology.docx >>  
  
<< File: Evidence notes.zip >>  << File: Empirical and other supporting papers.zip >>  

 |  |  | HM Treasury | 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ |  
 | www.gov.uk/hm-treasury 

  
  
  
_____________________________________________ 
From:   - HMT  
Sent: 23 September 2015 18:31 
To:   - HMT; Athow, Jonathan; communities.gsi.gov.uk;  

dft.gsi.gov.uk 
Cc:   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT 
Subject: RE: Economists Panel - SR OFFICIAL MARKET SENSITIVE 
  
  
Dear  / Panel 
  
Please find attached papers for the SR Economists Panel next Monday 3pm at HMT (Room 2/12) 
  
These papers are provided to you in your personal capacity as a senior GES economist and should not be shared within your 
department or more widely. 
  
Attached:  
  Summary of analysis in departments bids and questions for the panel  
  Supporting evidence notes from departments (for reference) 
  
Happy to answer any questions.  Otherwise look forward to seeing you on Monday 
  
Thanks 

 
  
  
<< File: Spending Review Economist Panels - R&D OFFICIAL SENSITIVE DRAFT.DOCX >>  << File: R&D evidence notes.zip >>  

 |  |  | HM Treasury | 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ |  
 | www.gov.uk/hm-treasury 

  
  
  
-----Original Appointment----- 
From:   - HMT  
Sent: 23 September 2015 15:24 
To:   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;  

 - HMT; Athow, Jonathan; communities.gsi.gov.uk;  dft.gsi.gov.uk 
Subject: Economists Panel - SR Capital Spending  
When: 28 September 2015 15:00-17:00 (UTC) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London. 
Where: 1 Horse Guards Road - 2/12 
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  Supporting empirical or other analysis where this was available (following your request and to read at individuals discretion, 
quite a bit here) 
  
There are approximately as many bids here as we covered in the previous session, however they do cover a slightly wider range 
of issues.  Happy to discuss how we manage this next week if helpful.  
  
If any trouble opening and printing files from the zipped attachments please let us know.  Otherwise look forward to seeing you 
on Thursday 
  
Thanks 

 
<< File: DCLG cover note.docx >>  << File: BIS cover note.docx >>  << File: DFT cover note - Euston OSD-Mobile Connectivity-
Inflation DRAFT.DOCX >>  << File: DFE cover note - Attainment benefits.docx >>  << File: DCMS cover note Blythe House 
Quantified Benefits Methodology.docx >>  
  
<< File: Evidence notes.zip >>  << File: Empirical and other supporting papers.zip >>  

 |  |  | HM Treasury | 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ |  
 | www.gov.uk/hm-treasury 

  
  
  
_____________________________________________ 
From:   - HMT  
Sent: 23 September 2015 18:31 
To:   - HMT; Athow, Jonathan; communities.gsi.gov.uk;  

dft.gsi.gov.uk 
Cc:   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT 
Subject: RE: Economists Panel - SR OFFICIAL MARKET SENSITIVE 
  
  
Dear  / Panel 
  
Please find attached papers for the SR Economists Panel next Monday 3pm at HMT (Room 2/12) 
  
These papers are provided to you in your personal capacity as a senior GES economist and should not be shared within your 
department or more widely. 
  
Attached:  
  Summary of analysis in departments bids and questions for the panel  
  Supporting evidence notes from departments (for reference) 
  
Happy to answer any questions.  Otherwise look forward to seeing you on Monday 
  
Thanks 

 
  
  
<< File: Spending Review Economist Panels - R&D OFFICIAL SENSITIVE DRAFT.DOCX >>  << File: R&D evidence notes.zip >>  

 |  |  | HM Treasury | 1 Horse Guards Road, London, SW1A 2HQ | 
 | www.gov.uk/hm-treasury 

  
  
  
-----Original Appointment----- 
From:   - HMT  
Sent: 23 September 2015 15:24 
To:   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;   - HMT;  

 - HMT; Athow, Jonathan; communities.gsi.gov.uk;  dft.gsi.gov.uk 
Subject: Economists Panel - SR Capital Spending  
When: 28 September 2015 15:00-17:00 (UTC) Dublin, Edinburgh, Lisbon, London. 
Where: 1 Horse Guards Road - 2/12 
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Dear all, 
 
A quick read out from the Lisbon meetings that  had with various international colleagues. I have been fairly 
open in my read out, so not for further circulation. 
 
[attachment "Lisbon note.docx" deleted by NEWPORT/ONS]  
 
Happy to discuss further. 
 
Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics 
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ  

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   
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There are two classification decisions to be made: 
 
1. The current classification of housing associations.   
 2. The impacts of the proposed deregulation reform plan.   
 
We have been advised that HM Treasury would prefer to have an ONS view on the current classification before 
submitting the policy proposal to ONS for consideration.  We are thus limited by that, and by the fact that time is 
needed for us to collate the information provided into "case documents" (one for each of the decisions above) for 
NACC to consider and challenge (which takes further time).  The following timetable is being proposed, which should 
be achievable provided certain conditions are met: 

 ONS will produce a case document based upon the research we have already undertaken and the controls 
table sent to us yesterday from HMT.  This will be circulated to NACC members on Friday 26/9.  

 NACC will meet to agree their recommended classification on Tuesday 29/9, which may mean that they have 
to work over the weekend.  Provided NACC are able to reach a recommendation,   will consider 
and take the decision on the same day.  We will then write to HM Treasury to outline the decision and the 
reasons for it.  

  and  will meet with HM Treasury representatives early next week (either Monday 
28th or Wednesday 30th, HM Treasury currently favour Wednesday) to gain an overview of the regulatory 
reform package proposed  

 Following this, HM Treasury will provide full details of the regulatory reform package to ONS by CoP on 30/9.  
 ONS will use the information provided to produce a case document for consideration by NACC and will 

circulate this to NACC members by CoP on 5/9 at the very latest.  Please note, however, that this will only be 
achievable if the information provided on the policy proposal provides the detail required and is readily 
useable for the compilation of the case document.    

 NACC members will require at least 2 days to digest the information before meeting to discuss.  As such 
NACC will convene on 8/10 with the aim of reaching provisional advice on the classification which should be 
expected to follow if the policy is implemented as described.  

 In accordance with our established processes, we will review the final outcome at such a time that the policy 
has been implemented to ensure a correct statistical recording once operational  

  

There are risks associated with the process and timetable outlined above:   
 
(1) The quality of the housing associations case documents may be put at risk as the classification team will 
have limited time to prepare the case documents, which will require detailed understanding of  the current and 
proposed housing associations government controls and relate these to ESA10 and MGDD guidance.   

 
(2)  NACC members are generally sent case documents five days in advance of a NACC meeting as they have to 
consider the evidence and review the relevant guidance in the ESA10 and MDGG manuals.  Reduced time to prepare 
increases the risk that NACC may not be able to reach a classification decision or reach the wrong decision.   
 
(3) There is a risk that further changes will be made to the policy proposals before they are included in the Housing 
Bill, and these could impact on the classification of housing associations that NACC will have not considered.    
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There are two classification decisions to be made: 
 
1. The current classification of housing associations.   
 2. The impacts of the proposed deregulation reform plan.   
 
We have been advised that HM Treasury would prefer to have an ONS view on the current classification before 
submitting the policy proposal to ONS for consideration.  We are thus limited by that, and by the fact that time is 
needed for us to collate the information provided into "case documents" (one for each of the decisions above) for 
NACC to consider and challenge (which takes further time).  The following timetable is being proposed, which should 
be achievable provided certain conditions are met: 

 ONS will produce a case document based upon the research we have already undertaken and the controls 
table sent to us yesterday from HMT.  This will be circulated to NACC members on Friday 26/9.  

 NACC will meet to agree their recommended classification on Tuesday 29/9, which may mean that they have 
to work over the weekend.  Provided NACC are able to reach a recommendation,   will consider 
and take the decision on the same day.  We will then write to HM Treasury to outline the decision and the 
reasons for it.  

  and  will meet with HM Treasury representatives early next week (either Monday 
28th or Wednesday 30th, HM Treasury currently favour Wednesday) to gain an overview of the regulatory 
reform package proposed  

 Following this, HM Treasury will provide full details of the regulatory reform package to ONS by CoP on 30/9.  
 ONS will use the information provided to produce a case document for consideration by NACC and will 

circulate this to NACC members by CoP on 5/9 at the very latest.  Please note, however, that this will only be 
achievable if the information provided on the policy proposal provides the detail required and is readily 
useable for the compilation of the case document.    

 NACC members will require at least 2 days to digest the information before meeting to discuss.  As such 
NACC will convene on 8/10 with the aim of reaching provisional advice on the classification which should be 
expected to follow if the policy is implemented as described.  

 In accordance with our established processes, we will review the final outcome at such a time that the policy 
has been implemented to ensure a correct statistical recording once operational  

  

There are risks associated with the process and timetable outlined above:   
 
(1) The quality of the housing associations case documents may be put at risk as the classification team will 
have limited time to prepare the case documents, which will require detailed understanding of  the current and 
proposed housing associations government controls and relate these to ESA10 and MGDD guidance.   

 
(2)  NACC members are generally sent case documents five days in advance of a NACC meeting as they have to 
consider the evidence and review the relevant guidance in the ESA10 and MDGG manuals.  Reduced time to prepare 
increases the risk that NACC may not be able to reach a classification decision or reach the wrong decision.   
 
(3) There is a risk that further changes will be made to the policy proposals before they are included in the Housing 
Bill, and these could impact on the classification of housing associations that NACC will have not considered.    
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I also chair g15, a group of the largest fifteen housing associations in London.  Together we house one in ten Londoners and 
have invested £15.4 billion of private money to provide almost 540,000 homes. 
  
And I sit on the board of the National Housing Federation which last year published “An Ambition to Deliver”, a new vision for 
housing associations which commits us to doubling in size with the support of our private investors. 
  
I am writing following the announcement that the ONS is currently reviewing the status of housing associations.  Since the 1988 
Housing Act housing associations have transformed their businesses, and by doing so, have transformed the places where we 
live.  Together we have raised £76 billion of private money and invested in homes, services and communities.  We are 
independent social businesses; our continued success depends very much on our ability to act independently and invest for the 
long term, guided by our social mission and values. 
  
If there is anything I can do to help you in your assessment please do let me know. 
  

 
L&Q Housing Trust 

  
  
   

 
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.  
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 15/09/2015 10:42:34---My recommendation is that we disclose only the factual information and not 
policy proposal informati 
 
From:  NEWPORT/ONS 
To: FOI Team@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, TITCHFIELD/ONS@ONS 
Date: 15/09/2015 10:42 
Subject: Re: FOI2489 

 
 
My recommendation is that we disclose only the factual information and not policy proposal information.  This means 
that we would not disclose some of the pages in the document that HMT sent to us. 
 
Thanks 

 
 

   
Government, Corporations and Classifications Division 
Office for National Statistics 
 
Tel:  
 
 

FOI Team---15/09/2015 10:37:08---Good morning  I have just spoken to  re this  FOI 
request, and she has asked 
 
From: FOI Team 
To:  NEWPORT/ONS@ONS,  
Cc: NEWPORT/ONS@ONS, FOI Team@ONS 
Date: 15/09/2015 10:37 
Subject: FOI2489 
Sent by:  

 
 
Good morning  
 
I have just spoken to  re this  FOI request, and she has asked what we (the FOI Team and the 
business area) are recommending as a response to the request. 
 
From an FOI perspective I can say that the exemption is definitely engaged and I think the argument to withhold is 
stronger than that to release so that the public interest test is passed. 
 
Can you reply to  and let her know what your recommendation is re disclosure? 
 
Any problems let me know. 
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I am sorry this has come out in quite this way. As I said, this would have come out at the end of the month in the 
more ordered way.  
 

  here has shared with   the wording we put on the website.  
 
Happy to discuss further.  
 
 
Jonathan Athow | Deputy National Statistician and Director General, Economic Statistics | Office for National 
Statistics  
'phone:  | mobile:  Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ   

Private secretary:   | ons.gsi.gov.uk | 'phone:   

For the latest data on the economy and society, consult National Statistics at http://www.ons.gov.uk  

*********************************************************************************************** 
Please Note:  Incoming and outgoing email messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on the use of 
electronic communications  

***********************************************************************************************  

Legal Disclaimer:  Any views expressed by the sender of this message are not necessarily those of the Office for National 
Statistics 
*********************************************************************************************** 
 
The original of this email was scanned for viruses by the Government Secure Intranet virus scanning service 
supplied by Vodafone in partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) This email 
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Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes. 
 
 
This email was scanned by the Government Secure Intranet anti-virus service supplied by Vodafone in 
partnership with Symantec. (CCTM Certificate Number 2009/09/0052.) In case of problems, please call 
your organisations IT Helpdesk. 
Communications via the GSi may be automatically logged, monitored and/or recorded for legal purposes.  

This email and any files transmitted with it are intended solely for the use of the individual(s) to whom they 
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to ensure the secure and effective operation of our systems and for other lawful purposes, and that this email 
has been swept for malware and viruses.  
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