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What barriers do people face
when accessing work, transport,
education and training?

Life Opportunities Survey, 2009-2012
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Top barriers to work

Employed adults

34% of adults employed at both waves (working age) were
limited in the rype or amount of work they did.

Economically inactive adults

Working age adults who were economically inactive at both
waves of the survey (excluding students and the retired).
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‘Family responsibilities’ was the main barrier. “Lack of job opportunities’ and 'lack

downturn in the labour market as the economy emerged from the 2008/09
recession.

‘Family responsibilities’ was a common reason for not working among
economically inactive adults. This is a well-known concern for most working
families facing the competing needs to work and care for their children.

of qualifications/skills' were also common barriers, which may reflect the
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Motor vehicles Public transport’

26% of working age adults didn't use their motar vehicle as much as 63% of working age adults didn't use public transport as much as they
they would have liked. would have liked.

©)
®
©
©)
@A
®
©
®

Health Too busy Vehicle not Too busy Health Transport Transport Transport
Conditions available Conditions unavailable unavailable unavailable
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‘Cost’ as a barrier to using motor vehicles might be associated with the rising
cost of fuel prices over the period covered by the two waves of the survey.

1. For the purpase af this infographis. public transpart includes anly local buses. iong-distance trains and tazisiminicats.

Top barriers to education and training

20% of working age adults didn't have access to all the education and training they wanted.
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The economic climate between 2009 and 2012 might be behind the reporting of ‘financial reasons’ as a common barrier.

Main findings

WAVE ONE WAVE TWO
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Mast barriers reported fell into common themes Generally, cost-related barriers were the main Having an impairment may be associated with
relating to cost (financial reasons/lack of barriers reported for education and training, and experiencing impairment-based barriers (for
moneyfcan't afford to’), lack of time (too busyfnot transport, whereas ‘family responsibilities’ was the example, health conditions). Unlike other groups,
enough time’), and family or caring responsibilities. main barrier reported for work adults with impairment at both waves tended to

report impairment-based barriers in addition to the
main barriers experienced by other groups.

WAVE ONE WAVE TWO WAVE ONE WAVE TWO

Barriers may change over time There were some exceptions
Barriers tended to be reported at only one of the For example, most adults who were economically
waves, rather than consistently at both waves. This inactive at both waves tended to report ‘family
suggests that barriers were likely to be influenced by responsibilities’ at both waves as their reason for not
changes in people’s situation and circumstances. working or seeking work.

Explanation of barriers
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The Life Opportunities Survey explores disability in Great Britain in terms of the social barriers to participation that
people experience across a range of 'life areas', including work, education and training, and transport. Findings
from the survey are used by the Department for Work and Pensions to understand more about barriers adults
experience, and help inform the development of policy for disabled people in Great Britain. This infographic
presents a summary of the top two barriers (for example, cost) experienced by working age adults surveyed,
comparing the experience of Adults with and without impairing (for example, loss of sight). Full details can be
seen in the full Life Opportunities Survey - understanding disability Wave Two Part Il report.
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