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UK armed forces veterans quality information 
for Census 2021
Quality information about the UK armed forces veterans data from Census 2021 in 
England and Wales to help users correctly interpret them.
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1 . Quality information

Previous and current service in the UK armed forces

These data relate to those who previously served in the UK armed forces and excludes those who are currently 
serving (even if they had left and rejoined the armed forces). We applied extra quality assurance processes to 
correct responses from currently serving personnel who had incorrectly identified themselves as previously 
serving.

Comparisons involving the "previously served" population

During and after the Second World War there was National Service in the UK. This means that the population of 
those previously serving in the UK armed forces is highly skewed to males in older age groups. Users should 
bear this in mind when comparing the "previously served" population with the "not previously served" population, 
and use standardisation by age and sex where appropriate.

Topic summary feedback

Help us improve our Census 2021 content by .completing our survey

2 . Related links

Quality and methodology information for Census 2021
QMI | Last revised 2 November 2022
Details the data strengths, limitations, uses, users and methods used for Census 2021, England and Wales.

UK armed forces veterans variables Census 2021
Supporting information | Released 9 November
Lists variables and classifications used in Census 2021 data about UK armed forces veterans

3 . Cite this methodology

Office for National Statistics (ONS), released 10 November 2022, ONS website, methodology, UK armed 
forces veterans quality information for Census 2021

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/9XF335L
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/populationandmigration/populationestimates/methodologies/qualityandmethodologyinformationqmiforcensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/census/census2021dictionary/variablesbytopic/ukarmedforcesveteransvariablescensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/armedforcescommunity/methodologies/ukarmedforcesveteransqualityinformationforcensus2021
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/armedforcescommunity/methodologies/ukarmedforcesveteransqualityinformationforcensus2021
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